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force  the  confidence and  respect  of the people.   It
would  not  be  desirable,  however,  to have  the new
Ministry composed of  representatives of a single party
or political group.   That which would best meet the
exigencies of the situation would be the formation of
a Ministry of mixed character.   This is all the more
evident because at the present moment the Government
should be free of party influence and of all dependence
upon narrow views and theories.   In fact, the various
groups in the Douma have not the  character  of real
political parties in the exact meaning of the word, and
have not yet taken definite form during the period of
fermentation that Russia is now passing through, nor
do they correctly represent the different social forces of
the country.   A Ministry made up of the members of a
single party would be paralysed in its movements   and
hampered at every step by a network of declarations and
promises made in the past.    It is indispensable that a
change in the direction of domestic politics shall proceed
from the untrammelled initiative of the Monarch, and
not be forced upon him by one or another of the parties.
The Emperor is free to replace one Ministry by another,
and, in doing so, to be guided by a solicitude for the
general welfare, not by party exigencies  arising from
political conflict.   This does not mean, however, that
certain individual members of the Douma should not
be selected for positions in the new Ministry;   on the
contrary, the Government would give proof in that way
of its resolve to break away from the former bureaucratic
system.   The present Ministry is impotent because it
carries the burden of errors and traditions that are now
universally condemned.
'* A new situation demands new men.   The formation
of a Ministry in which members of the Douma participate*